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SUBJECT: TWO OPPOSITION PARTY LEADERS STEP DOWN 

1. WITHIN PAST WEEK CHAIRMEN OF BOTH MAJOR 
OPPOSITION POLITICAL PARTIES HAVE REVEALED THAT 
THEY WILL NOT BE CANDIDATES TO SUCCEED THEMSELVES 
AT RESPECTIVE NATIONAL CONVENTIONS THIS FALL. 

2. GYLFI GISLASON, WHOSE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
IS ONLY PARTY TO LOSE SEATS IN EACH OF THE LAST TWO 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS. STRESSED NEED TO DIVERSIFY 
SDP LEADERSHIP IN ANNOUNCING DECISION. HE WILL 
REMAIN AS HEAD OF SDP'S PARLIAMENTARY GROUP. 
ALTHOUGH HE ACTED VOLUNTARILY, GISLASON WAS IN 
TROUBLE WITHIN PARTY BECAUSE OF SDP'S POOR SHOWING 
AT POLLS AND NOT SURE OF REELECTION. VICE CHAIRMAN 
BENEDIKT GRONDAL APPEARS NOW TO BE MOST LIKELY 
SUCCESSOR. 
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3. RAGNAR ARNALDS, 36- YEAR OLD CHAIRMAN OF 
PEOPLES ALLIANCE, HAS OFFERED NO PUBLIC REASON 
FOR HIS RESIGNATION. HOWEVER, HE OWED POSITION, 

IN WHICH HE HAS BEEN LITTLE MORE THAN FIGUREHEAD, 

TO COMPROMISE BETWEEN REAL POWERS WITHIN PA, 

MAGNUS KJARTANSSON AND LUDVIK IOSEPSSON, AND IS 
PROBABLY LEAVING AT BEHEST OF ONE OR BOTH OF THEM. 
WHILE EITHER KIARTANSSON OR IOSEPSSON MAY, THEREFORE, 
NOW MAKE BID FOR LEADERSHIP, SPECULATION HAS THUS 
FAR CENTERED ON KJARTAN OLAFSSON, EDITOR OF PA'S 
DAILY THJODVILJINN, AND SVAVA IAKOBSDOTTIR, US- 
EDUCATED MP WHO IS VOCAL CRITIC OF U.S. AND 
VEHEMENTLY OPPOSED TO RETENTION OF 
NATO BASE IN ICELAND. 

IRVING 
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